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Description

Rochdale Town Hall is a Victorian-era municipal building in Rochdale, Greater
Manchester, England. It is "widely recognised as being one of the finest municipal
buildings in the country", and is recorded in the National Heritage List for England as a
designated Grade I listed building. The Town Hall functions as the ceremonial
headquarters of Rochdale Metropolitan Borough Council and houses local government
departments, including the borough's civil registration office...
The present clock tower, which has a stone spire, was built to replace the one destroyed in
the 1883 fire. It was designed by Alfred Waterhouse in a similar style to one of his earlier
works, the clock tower of Manchester Town Hall. The first stone was laid by Thomas
Schofield JP, Alderman and Rochdale Borough Councillor, on 19 October 1885 and the
tower was declared complete on 20 June 1887, the Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria. It
contains five bells which ring on the hour and at 15-minute intervals. The design of the
original tower was more elaborate and 50 feet (15 m) higher than its successor, which is
190 feet (58 m) tall. The tower rises from a plinth and has four stages including the gable-
headed clock stage, which is also decorated with pinnacles. A small stone spire completes
the composition. WIKIPEDIA (04-01-2018)
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