
Tommorow: #RingingTheBells all 
over Europe on International Day 
of Peace

 Sabine Verheyen, MEP and new Chair of the European 
Parliament's Committee on Culture and Education: "European 
cultural heritage is the backbone of society and peace".

 More than 700 organisations and thousands of bells across 
Europe join in

On the occasion of the International Day of Peace on 21 September
2019 at 18:00 to 18:15 Central European Summer Time thousands of bells will 
ring throughout Europe for peace and European cultural values. The ringing of 
bells is a Europe-wide participatory action that makes secular and ecclesiastical 
bells ring throughout Europe.

Sabine Verheyen, MEP and chair of the Committee on Culture and 
Education of the European Parliament: „Ringing the Bells“ is about recognising 
that cultural heritage can help address the challenges of our time, secure peace, 
and must therefore remain at the top of the political agenda and in the hearts of 
the people of Europe. cultural pacemakers and civic and religious initiatives from
all over Europe will stage a strong and widely-to-be-heard signal celebrating 
Europes cultural heritage as a backbone of society and peace. The success of the
European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018 is a cause for celebration, as it has 
shown that identification with the common cultural heritage is crucial for the 
future of the European project and for world peace.  It is therefore demanding 
further commitment. With this in mind, the newly constituted European 
Parliament will do its utmost to promote the cause of cultural heritage in Europe 
further, in particular by pushing for a European action plan that is worthy of the 
name and goes beyond mere rhetorical commitments“.

In Europe, the German National Committee for Monument 
Conservation (DNK), Europa Nostra, Future for Religious Heritage and the
German UNESCO Commission, among others, jointly call on all bell owners to 
participate in the Europe-wide ringing of bells. Thousands of bells will ring 
throughout Europe, for example in Belgium, England, Finland, France, 
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Ireland, Italy, Latvia, the Netherlands, Slovenia, Spain and the Czech 
Republic. 

Join us and give us a short message that you are part of it: 
ringingthebells@dnk.de, #RingingTheBells

Background of the action

The culture lived today is acutely threatened by conflicts, climate and 
environmental changes and the forgetting of changing societies. In the European
Heritage Year 2018, the ringing of bells was one of the largest and most 
successful joint European-wide actions. This year, the action aims to highlight 
the multiple threats to cultural heritage.

In addition to many religious institutions, many secular ones also join in 
the ringing of the bell of peace. There is also a wealth of churches, including San
Marco in Venice, Valencia Cathedral, Berlin Cathedral and 400 Czech 
communities. In many churches a peace service takes place after the bells 
have rung. 

In Europe, for over 1,000 years, the bell's rhythm provided the time for 
work, leisure and prayer. The bells in the towers of churches and town halls, on 
ships connected with the whole world, and in the belfries of cemeteries and 
memorials are a unique audible and visible sign of the European foundation of 
values. Many people love the sound of bells, because it is a textless, neutral 
natural sound with which a 5,000-year-old tradition of craftsmanship is 
associated. The sound of the bells is intercultural: whether cathedral bell, 
Buddhist temple bell, Shintō shrine bell - bells convey solemnity, time marking, 
transcendence and the longing for peace beyond language boundaries.

Last year, a total of 37 European countries took part in the European 
Cultural Heritage Year in order to create greater awareness of the value and 
cross-border, unifying dimensions of Europe's material and immaterial cultural 
heritage. The European Heritage Year proclaimed by the European Commission, 
which was held in Germany under the motto 'SHARING HERITAGE', is the result 
of an initiative by the German National Committee for Monument Preservation, 
founded in 1973, as well as the Federal Government, the Länder and the local 
authorities.
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#RingingTheBells

Cultural heritage is the foundation of society:

Ringing bells across Europe for the 
International Day of Peace

1. facts & figures

1.1. Calling partners (Europe-wide)

 German National Committee for Monument Protection (DNK) 

 Future for Religious Heritage

 Cultural Office of the Evangelical Church Germany

 UNESCO Commission Germany

 Europa Nostra

 Cultural Foundation of the Federal States, Germany

 German Association of Cities

 German Association of Towns and Municipalities

1.2. Participating institutions 

 700+ (20 September 2019, 9am) 

 Often there is a commitment for many houses and bells. Feedback: 
"Everyone of us will join in".



1.3. Participating countries (confirmed)

 Latvia

 Slovenia

 Finland

 Belgium

 Czechia

 France (France)

 Italy

 England

 Germany (German)

 Ireland

 Netherlands

 Spain

1.4. Facts / Highlights

 More than 12 countries

 St Mark’s Venice

 Cathedral of Valencia

 Carillonneur from Tiergarten Berlin will play the "Ode to Joy" right next to the
Federal Chancellery

 Berlin Cathedral

 Quedlinburg Cathedral 
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