Autonomous

Community / ENGLAND
Department /
State
. Town  |SOUTHWOLD
\ Building \St Edmund's Church
\ Adress \
| 52.328333 1.679083
\ Protection \Heritage designation Grade | listed
\ Description \
Southwold tower contains aring of eight bells hung for change ringing. The tower held five
bellsin 1553. Over the years these bells have been recast and others added to create the
current eight. The current fourth and fifth are probable recasts of the originals, having been
cast in 1668 by John Darbie of Ipswich. The third dates from 1820 and is by William Dobson
of Downham Market. In 1828 one bell was recast and a further two added. The bell that was
recast is the present tenor, also by William Dobson. The sixth and seventh were added and
are likely to originate from All Saints, South ElImham. Both are medieval bells, the sixth
being cast around 1538 by William Barker and the seventh by Brasyers of Norwich around
1513. The two trebles date from 1881 and are by Moore, Holmes & Mackenzie of Redenhall,
Bdlls Norfolk. However, apeal of Oxford Treble Bob Major was rung on 26 July 1858, indicating
that the tower possessed aring of eight prior to 1881. The tenor (the largest) weighs 103 cwt
or about 546 kg, and the treble (the lightest) about half of that. The bells hang in atimber
frameinstalled in 1897 by George Day & Son of Eye, Suffolk. In 1990 the bells were rehung
on new fittings and the frame strengthened by the Whitechapel Bell Foundry. Thereisalarge
amount of space surrounding the frame, allowing ease of access and maintenance. The clock
uses the seventh bell to strike the hours. There are no bellsin the tower other than the ringing
peal. The bells are rung from aringing chamber some 52 steps up the tower. The chamber
has many mementos of past campanological achievements. The tower is affiliated to the
Suffolk Guild of Ringers. The bells are rung regularly for Sunday services, weddings and
other special occasions. WIKIPEDIA (09-12-2020)
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